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The MWA is doing a special group of Beads of Courage 
boxes in memory of Bob Jensen. Jim Jacobs is making 40 
partially finished kits and all of them have been asked 
ŦƻǊΤ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нр ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ WƛƳΩǎΦ
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Bob & Diane Puetzare asking those who have volunteered to make these special boxes to do 3 things:

1. Finishthe boxes as soon as you reasonably can

2. Get the boxes to Bob & Dianein a reasonably short time after you finish them

3. Take pictures of your finished boxes and send them to Editor Mike Rohrer so we may put the pictures in the 
newsletter and have a photographic history of this special project.

If you have any questions, please contact Bob or Diane at:    bobpuetz@yahoo.com



Beads of Courage kit preparation 
ŀǘ WƛƳ WŀŎƻōǎΩ ǎƘƻǇ
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Steve Miller
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4 boxes,м ƪƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ WƛƳ WŀŎƻōǎ ŀƴŘ о 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ŦƛǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ
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John Campbell

BoCbowls from Jim Jacobs kits. Wood is walnut(?) or cherry (?), finished with Wood Doctor's High Build 
Friction Polish and home brew wipe-on poly. One knob is textured and highlighted with walnut 
ink. The other bowl has lines cut with a point tool and burned with a laminate sample.
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Richard Messer

BoCbowls from 
wƛŎƘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻƻŘ

Ball & Cup games



Instant Gallery
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Arden Griepp

Woods include walnut, yellow 
heart, wenge - мтέ ǘŀƭƭ

Segmenting jigτ this 
jig made by Arden is 
used for cutting 
segments. It is different 
in that most jigs 
available for use only 
ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ нέ 
wide segments. This jig 
is designed to cut 
segments up to 4 
inches 

Woods include walnut, 
yellow heart, apple -мнέ 
ǘŀƭƭΣ сέ ǿƛŘŜΦFluting was 
done using a router and 
special jig. 



Instant Gallery (contüd)
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Eric Koslowski

I watched a YouTube video by Carl Jacobson about 5 years ago. Up until then I was basically using my lathe to turn 
eyeballs and stuff for my Intarsia (a form of wood inlaying that is similar to marquetry. The start of the practice dates 
from before the seventh century CE). A year later I joined the club. The Cryptexesare some turning with a lot of 
boring (ForstnerōƛǘǎύΦ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ нл ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜΦ /ŀƴ ōŜ ǘŜŘƛƻǳǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΗ

On the prettiest one I used Osage orange and redheartthat were coated with wax. The redheartdistorted a bit which 
I could work with, but the Osage orange cracked. The one with the penny inlayed in the end is for my Granddaughter 
Penny. The ode is also PENNY! She is six years old. The Penny is dated 2014, the year of her birth!



Instant Gallery (contüd)
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John Campbell

Tops are made from walnut(?), polished with beeswax and diatomaceous 
earth, and finished with Doctor's High Build Friction Polish.



Instant Gallery (contüd)
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Warren Gerber

I took the ideas that 
Doug Johannsen 
suggested for taking 
better photos in the 
last Mini and tried 
them out on my new 
popcorn bowls. The 
picture looks better 
than the bowls. The 
bowls are birch with 
paint from Woodcraft.



Instant Gallery (contüd)
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Greg Just

Here are a few ornaments that I recently completed with an assist from my wife with the 
ƎǊŜŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛōōƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ŦǊƻƳ мΦрέ ǳǇ ǘƻ оέΦ



Ask A Turner
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Charlie Prokop

12Continued on next page

Fellow turners.
Charlie Prokop here. I would like to pose a topic for some discussion/input 
and the topic is finishes.
What are your go-to finishes?What are your favorite products? What have 
you tried and not been happy with? Do you use different finishes for different 
turnings?
L ǇƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǳǎƛƴƎ CƻǊƳōȅΩǎ ¢ǳƴƎ 
Oil Finish, it is going away. I often put on 10 to 12 very thin coats and wet 
sand between. It just takes a long time . . .
Hard wax oil and other wax based products seem to work well. Any 
experience out there with these?
So fellow turners, let me know what you think and if this is a good topic 
maybe we can  discuss it at a future Sub-Group meeting.
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FROM LEE TOURTELOTTE:
You have made a good suggestion for us to learn a little more about finishing, which is 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ άƘƻƴŜǎǘέ ǿƻƻŘǘǳǊƴŜǊǎΦ
{ŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘέΗ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ 
my own disappointments at various times. The wide variety of wood species itself has 
a strong say in the success of a given finishing process. Next in line, is to what high 
degree do you present the prepared, sanded surface to the selected finishing process, 
long before you ever start the process? Finally, the selected finish itself, may be 
throwing us a curveball by: 
мΦ {ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ άǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέ
ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ CƻǊƳōȅΩǎ ǘǳƴƎ ƻƛƭ
2. Requiring more steps, or drying time, than we are impatiently willing to give it
3. Past its shelf life, being too old to retain the necessary drying agents and other 
additives that deliver the finish we expect from a fresh can
4. Priced way beyond what seems to be cost effective for a getting a spectacular finish

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ 
that there are many components to what constitutes a 
successful, spectacular finish, and/or our disappointment!



Ask A Turner
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Cwha [99 ¢h¦w¢9[h¢¢9 όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ
I truly consider George Wurtzel, our enigmatic, woodturner friend who visited us briefly from 
another planet, as a finishing expert. George loved and understood how to use tung oil but 
professed that it required lots of time and patience to do it correctly. Unlike many, including 
yourself and Tom ScipleΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ CƻǊƳōȅΩǎ ¢ǳƴƎ hƛƭΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘΗ IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƭŀƛƳŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳōȅΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊŜŀŘǎΥ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭ ¢ǳƴƎ ƻƛƭέΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǳǎŜǊ ƻŦ MinwaxTung Oil 
CƛƴƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǎ άǇǳǊŜ ǘǳƴƎ ƻƛƭέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀōŜƭǎΦ όIƻǿ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƛƴȅ 
lettered statements on the tung oil cans is another mystery since we know he is totally blind. (But 
as stated earlier, George is visiting us from another planet, far, far, away!)

George regularly achieved spectacular tung oil finishes on most of his work, 
but almost always would apply 10 to 12 coats, fine sanding between coats 
and allowing maximum drying time between coats, in a carefully placed low 
ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘέ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ Minwax
Tung Oil, without taking the process to the extremes that George regularly 
would.

I almost always thin the tung oil 25 to 30% with mineral spirits to help 
speed up the coverage and drying time and I apply at least 5-6 coats.
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Cwha [99 ¢h¦w¢9[h¢¢9 όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

Lately, having had some contact with Michael Mode, and being a big fan of his 
laminated bowl process, I have been experimenting with his French polish/shellac 
finishing process, which he has used on his bowls and is among the best finishes I 
have ever seen! His finishes are all beyond spectacular!

Michael Mode has been doing his French polish finishing processes for so 
long that for him it is very easy and straightforward. For me, starting out, 
it is very complex and tedious, but I aim to keep trying to get it down.

/ƘŀǊƭƛŜΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎΗ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
problem too!

Regards, Lee
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FROM BILL CAMPBELL:

On bowls and vessels--usually local wood, turned green and microwaved, then air-
dried--L ǎŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ онлΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŀ Ŏƻŀǘ ƻŦ aŀƘƻƴŜȅΩǎ ²ŀƭƴǳǘ hƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŘ ǿŜǘ 
with 400 or 600 grit wet/dry paper, let it sit for a few minutes, then wipe it off.

A day or two later I'll apply more oil and sand w/ 2000 grit, then wipe it 
off. I do that 3-4 times over a week or two.

I also make bottle stoppers and tops; I finish those w/ Mylands, an oil/wax 
combo I buy from Craft Supplies, applying several coats on the lathe. It 
makes a nice, durable finish and takes very little time.

Good luck, Bill

There must be as many opinions on finishing as there are members in 
the MWA. Please send me your favorites or methods that are not your 
favorites and why.
Mike Rohrer, Editor  mdrprof@gmail.com
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Christmas Gifts Produced, directed, filmed, edited 
by Dan Larson & Dick Hicks

Tuesday Turners Tune-Up

Continued on next page

{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ

{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜǊ ϧ ǎƻƳŜ ·Ƴŀǎ ƎƛŦǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ


