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LeeTourtelotte My Wealth in My Backyard

Recalling an ancient Mexican proverb
A mar@Q wealth is measured by the siZe
of his woodpilé. . . | recently checked ;
the balance of my own amazing wealth
during the recent brief warming spell Qy:

lifting the protective tarps and checking
the status of my vast, personal woodplil¢
wealth!

| found, to my good fortune, that my accumulated wealth \#8€% intact, unaffected
by the crashing US stock market and the crushing pandemic CD&fI8is. | am alway
eager, happy and ready to share, trade, barter, swap or force my great wealth upon all
my cool, wonderful woodturning friends! You might check your own woodpile, whe

will require a picture of your woodpile, for official authenticity purposes!)
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convenient, and find that your wealth exceeds even mine! (Proof of your greater wealtt



Warren Gerber Economics of a Woodpile

On the previous page Ld@urtelotte concluded he was indeed a wealthy man after
checking out his woodpile. | started thinking about the economics of a woodpile and hav
concluded it does have characteristics of real money, for a woodturner at least. Money h
0 KNBS dzaSay Ia I YSRAdzy 2F SEOKFy3aSz |
any good that is used and accepted in transactions involving the transfer of goods and
services from one person to another.

Lee concluded that his woodpile was certainly a store of
value, and he was certainly looking to use it as a medium [of
exchange with other woodturners who might have an interest
in swapping something of value to get some of his wood.

But how would Lee figure what each piece of wood wasrthé if he
were going to exchange it with wood from another woodturner? If it
were a piece of walnut, would it have the same value in a trade as @
similar size piece of sugar maple? If it had been drying years, is it
more valuable than a piece that was just cut down? What if it were
spalted or cracked, or had worm holes in it?

Fad . - - :
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Warren Gerber Economics of a Woodpile (cont (D)

Was Le@& pile of wood reallft00% intact after a winter spent under the tarp? If it hag
dried more it might be more valuable, which means his investment would be worth
more than thel00%. But if some of the wood had rotted over the winter the pile wauld
be worth something less. However, if some Isgaltedit might be more valuable.

P ==

And the COVID19 crisis would lower the woodpile value because someone
might be interested in a trade would be discouraged to do a deal because o
social distancing concerns. But if the lumber yards are closed because they

not essential businesses his woodpile might be more valuable. And someor
the household might want a nice cozy fire in the fireplace one of these cold
YAIKGE YR 0SS 2dzi 0KSNB adaSlFtAy3a 3
in a shed to protect his wealth from pilferage.

Maybe the real value of the woodpile is in the transaction itself, getting
fellow woodturners together to discuss the merits of wood, or woodturnirjg
experiences, or talking turning techniques, or showing off recent projects, or
near misses, or lusting over new tools. Maybe the valub@fvoodpileis
because Lee &lways eager, happy and ready to share, trade, barter, swap
or force my great wealth upon all my cool, wonderful woodturning frieads
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The next mini newsletter (and maybe future ones if we
get a good response) will feature the wealth of our
MWA members in the currency of their woodpiles or
call aKSaéo

Please send me pictures and descriptions if you can of ypu
estaske. Whether big or small, organized or a true woodpile.
Wed all love to see what each other has in their wabdnk

accounts.

If you can, try to get the pictures to me within a dachLr
of getting this newsletter so | can get them into the next
newsletter. We all look forward to seeing your
woodpile, big or small.
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Farmington man fatally electrocutet
while wood crafting

On the deck was a tree branch with the bark removed, electrical cords, jumper
cables and what Officddbuzanthought was a capacitor. The jumper cables were
attached to the likely capacitor, plugged into a power strip used as an extension
cord.
The report stated both jumper cable clamps had nails in them, reportedly used
to attach to the wood. It caused an electrical current to arc along the grain,

Duzansaid,(']é.éz NJDK)\)/.H leS ézz\é

An autopsy ruled the death as accidental.

Do Not Attempt

Fractal Burning
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Instant Galler John Camobel

Jim Jacobs
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Slimline pen
using mesquite
and finished
with Doctor's
Woodshop

.| High Build
| Friction Polish
and Johnson's
paste wax.
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Jim Jacobs

My Great
Liming Wax Adventure

l nst ant Gal | [e

I've seen several turnings that have been " limed"

and thought it looked cool but had never tried it
Well, | finally got around to it. First, you need

wood with very open grain . . . ash and oak WOJI;

well. My goal was to make an oak piece and u
vinegar and steel wool to dye it black. My attem
at this wasa minor disaster that is still looking at
me. The next plan was to chuck up a dry piece
ash and turn a small bowl. So far, so good. Nov
for the black.
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| used aniline dye from Craft Supplies and a small cloth to dye the turning. A cotton svt/
0

may have worked better. Wear gloves!! This dye can be diluted with denatured alcoh
more transparency. | used it straight from the bottle. Wow! It made it black!

Now what should | do for a topcoat? | chose wgepoly. This was not a good choice
because the wiping action tends tlissolve the dye a bit. Nowé got a mess going!
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Jim Jacobs

| decided to let the mess dry and tr
to touch up the dye again. At that
point | decided to spray the top co

| usedMinwaxsemtgloss poly. | always
spray outside and wait till the wind is
blowing towards the neighbor for the
smoothest finish. So, I'm still not quite
satisfied with the appearance of the
inside; what to do? Spray it again of
course!

It looked like it was ready for liming. |
used the white liming wax and used a
small cloth (my old work-$hirt) and
applied a bit to the cloth. Working one
side at a time | squished the wax into th
pores thoroughly. | let this dry a few
minutes and wiped it with a clean rag.
The bottom looks great; the inside not 3
much.

Turns out | had too much finish which
filled in the pores. Here's my advice:
Turnit...dyeit...sprayitlightly. ..
lime it . .. admire it.
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TomSciple

Last piece of
ambrosia maple
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Linda Ferber

Mirror frames

Instant Gallery (cont (d)
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Todd Williams
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Basket lllusion, Guatemala cypress, 4.5 x 6, #412 Platter, white oak crotch, 13.75 x 1, #419
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Todd Williams

Basket lllusion, maple, 4.5 x 0.75, #413
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