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Instructer Ken Kruizenga explains the finer aspects of the
skew to Paul Keller and its use in turning eggs. The class
wa s Kfieshaé an instructer. He did very well.
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[11. Noteworthy News
A. 10 Principles of Clean Cutting

In the February edition of th&merican Woodturner (The Journabf the AAW), Kip Christensen
presents ATen Pr i ndtispnlercsllenbafticlegCandkisahiyneCammended. g Hisd
first point is on the importance of tool sharpness. That point is presentedviagiotive intent of
getting you tdind andreview the full article.

PRINCIPLE 1:

TOOL SHARPNESS

Principle

Sharp tools giveclean cuts; dulltools do nd. None of the other principles
mat t er muc h tsharpsocheack your toa $sharpnsss fist.

Application

While | was a student at BYU, | watched Ricth&affan give a presentation baw to turn a bowl. It
was an excellent demo, buhat madehe biggest impressioon me was what he modeled abthe
importance of keeping a sharp tool. Ricd was a production turnerthe time and knew that every
wasted seconnpacted his efficiency. He hadg position a grinder near the lathe and to His et
even a full step awaydm where he stood to turA few minutes into the demonstration, heticed
that his cutting tool had lost its keen edge, so he turned the gondsharpened his tool with a quick
free-hand stroke, and went back to tugninithout switching the grindesff. Richard left the grinder
runningduring his entire demo and sharpened frequently. He was not content fovewdn a few
seconds with a dull tool.

In teaching classes and workshpplsave noticed that many peoleoid sharpening their tools. They
may doubtheir ability to sharpen properly or maybe afraid of making the tool worse.mag\also be
concerned with wasting preciotmol deel or are simply reluctant take time away from turning. To
encouragegoursdf to make sharpening a prioritgtrive to eliminate any obstacles tinadke it less

likely for you to sharpen youpools Get good sharpening equipmanid position it very near your lathe.
Keepit free of clutter; learn how to use it.

Do not allow youself to work withtools that have lost their keen edge.lap tool is a pleasure to
work with and will giveclean, efficient cuts. Turningith a cull tool gives poor results ar@in be an
exercise in frustratian
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[II Noteworthy News
B. Tool Sharpenig Videos.

There are a lot of tool sharpening videos on the internet (particularly you tube). Rick Auge sent me this
link to one he recommend#. is by a professional turner Gary Gardner and he is presenting to the
Gwinnett Woodworkers Association C&abate 0612-10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ljhd WbAOw

When I(Pete Bryantyeviewed it, | found it somewhat wordy, but containing some good thinking on
sharpening principleslf this articled o e s n 6t s uifwto oydo U ,atdieo dlodaiils s har pe
helpful to review various sharpening theories and then come up with your own approach

[II Noteworthy News
C. Sanding and Scraping
In the March edition o¥Woodturning FUNdamentals (a publication of thdAW), Mark Palma has

writtenanar t i cl e ent it | e do He& 8efendd thenofen enalighed3he sceajper notagng it
is really quite useful. A sample of his case for the scraper is shown below:

A properly shaped and shapened scraper, held in the correct orientationto the wood can:

Cl ean tomtornér bf abok botvl, or vessel,
S hserape a bowl, and
Hol |l ow out a vessel

A  Remove wood quickly,

A Refine a shape,

A Clean out a tight corner or shadow | ine,
A  Remove endgrain for endgrainholl owing,
é Clean the fAnubobabowt of the bottom

A

A

He begins his defense of sanding with the following descriptioioh | (Pete Bryant) have found to be
true.

| know every club has boastful turners who do not need teand, nevemeed an abrasive grit

coarser than 320 off the ol surface. How many articlesprofessional demonstrators, video

turners, and club memberssay?

fiadn going to skip showing yothow to sand. Everyone knowshow o do t hat é0
ésandimgéios bor

€ no ogsaresdgetklersougph it as soon as possi bl eéod
égreat tneadiveasdéondr

|l al wagsdpower

Too oo oo oo o
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ljhd_WbAOw

Well, let me share two secrets witlyou:
1. Some of them lie, and
2. No one can tell if the finishegiece was turne, scraped, or sanded.

These tidbits are provided to induce you to find and read the article. It is laced with
humor and worthwhile information in the traditional Mark Palma style.

I\VV. Monthly Meetings
A. March Membership Meeting
1. Tool talk (Mark Debe)

Recently, there has been much talk about the Elio Drive system. MarkRebepresented a home
made version of the Elio Drive. It consists of a standard driveenterwhich is mounted in the
taper of the spindle and a face plate which is threaded to the spindl@he face plate hagwo
pointed adjustment screws. See below.For reference, dso shown (by the editor) is the Elio drive
proper and another homemade version made by JeffLuedloff and reported in the August 2015
newsletter.

Elio product Jeff Luedloff Version
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I\VV. Monthly Meetings
A. March Membership Meeting
2. Main Presentation: Turning Embellishments

Steve McLoon
Steve presented somg6 basicways that turnings can be ahanced with embellishments. There
are many combinations and variations as wellHe made the following general comments.
1 Embellishments can be doneither on or off the lathe. However, be sure that the work is
held securely when off the lathe. In both conditions, maintain a tight grip on the tool.
1 Embellishments include turned elemats such as beads and cove, steps, grooves, burn lines
using burn wires or formica, and use of contrasting woods (e.g. one wood for one part and
a contrasting wood for another part.
1 Steve always prefes an embellishing tool that can be sharpened
Steve sads up to 2000 grit.
1 Framing of most textures is generally best. An example of framed texturing is shown on
the following turned piece.

=

Framed Texture exanple

1 Steve uses the Beal polishing system quite frequenthde uses iton the lathe and cautions
that a draw bar should be used to retain the polishing head since it is not secured by a
tailstock drive. This can be made from threaded rod as shown

2/ MINNESOTA WOODTURNERS ASSOCIANHION 2016 1 Rage



Set up for polishing on
the lathe

i Steve has also had good experiences wihe product EEE Ultra Shine.
1 Avoid sanding on final textured surfaces. Use a brush to clean.
1 Rememberless is sometimes more.

Some electedhighlights of the demonstration are presented below
a. A circular wire brush can be used to create a texture.

J

5

Steve cautions that the wires must be kept
straight and sharpened in a grinder.
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b. Grid marks when texturing
When texturing a turned part it is often good practice to nap out sections of the piece as shown
below:

The circumferential lines are placed by
rotating the part against a fixed pencil
point at fixed axial distances.

The axial lines are paced by using the index featuref the lathe headto hold the part at various
fixed rotations and passing the pencil holding fixtureg(below) along the machine bed andhe part
axially.
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c. The part may be inked with felt tip pensto achiewe an attractive apperance.

d. A chatter tool only produces a texture on end grain, but its can achieve many
patterns by changing length, speedand angle of attack.

e. A Wagner tool is a type of knurling tool with various diamond shaped firshes.

N \l:~.-

.
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f. The Sorbey spiral/texture tool is ideal for intricate texturing It comes with
different wheels for different patterns.

g. The decorating elftool isfor creating endless patterns and textures on
turnings. The tool uses a bailshaped cuter that is pressed against the spinning
workpiece to work its magic. The ball cutter works best when used in a cove on
the workpiece.

h.  Off the lathe embellishments include rotary tool (dremel), engraving
(vibrating sharp point), wood burning and branding, sawing, sanding, and
grinding to change the shape, and sandblasting,
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This pattern was created by bending a nail into a spiral, heating it, and
burning it into the wood at 90 degreancrements
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I\VV. Monthly Meetings
A. March Membership Meeting

3. Beads of Courage
The program resumed in March and a fine collection of bowls and toys were received.

I\VV. Monthly Meetings
A. March Membership Meeting

4. Instant Gallery

Rainbow Poplar with Cherry Walnut/Maple
50/50 Shellac. Joe Gerber Ken Hallberg Greg Just
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Maple bowl with inlace rings Small Scale Turnings

Duane Hang Jerry Ritter
Walnut/Birch Maple Calabash Bowl
Bowl From a Board Lee Tourtelotte
Jim Jacobs
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